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SUMMARY
In Georgia, landowners and forestry professionals have a long record of conserving natural resources through sustainable management and providing a broad range of environmental, economic, and social benefits. This assessment of Forests with Exceptional Conservation Value (FECV) was conducted to promote conservation of biodiversity and assist those in the wood supply chain with conservation of critically imperiled and imperiled species and communities in conformance with Sustainable Forestry Initiative (SFI) 2022 Fiber Sourcing Standards.

Active Forest Management and Conservation
Modern forest management and forestry practices commonly promote environmental quality at multiple scales. Forestry activities in compliance with Georgia’s Forestry Best Management Practices (BMPs) will meet state and federal rules for protecting clean water and wetland function. These guidelines are designed to prevent erosion and sedimentation, and in turn, ensure clean and healthy waterways upon which many species depend. Georgia Forestry BMPs address all aspects of forestry activities including riparian buffer zones, stream crossings, road construction, harvesting, reforestation, chemical application, prescribed burning, and more. Adherence to Georgia Forestry BMPs supports conservation of many species that depend on aquatic and riparian habitats. Georgia forestry operations have consistently scored about 90% or better since 2004, based on the Georgia Forestry Commission’s Statewide Assessment Survey results.
Active management of forestland includes the growing, managing, and harvesting of forest products. Healthy forest products markets help reduce the loss of forest land by providing an economically viable opportunity for many landowners who might otherwise consider converting forest land to other uses. With development threatening 23 million acres of southern forests (Southern Forest Futures Report, USDA Forest Service), proactive steps to help landowners maintain forest use and keep land forested will be essential for natural resource conservation.
Some critically imperiled and imperiled species require active management to maintain habitat conditions. Some may require early successional habitat, frequent burning, vegetation management, or other activities common in managed forests. Control of invasive and exotic species, and restoration of habitat following natural disasters further contributes to biodiversity. Forest landowners have a broad spectrum of objectives and goals, management intensities, and acreages. This variety results in a wide range of forest ages, species diversity, stand sizes, and habitat types throughout the state.
Sustainable Forestry Initiative Standards
The SFI 2022 Fiber Sourcing Standard distinguishes SFI from all other forest certifications programs in that it governs how SFI‑certified organizations procure fiber from non- certified forestland. The SFI Fiber Sourcing Standard is purposefully designed to influence millions of additional landowners through promotion, education, training, and outreach. 
For sources originating from within the United States and Canada, SFI-certified organizations must comply with all applicable laws and broaden the practice of responsible forestry. This is accomplished in multiple ways, including addressing the conservation of biodiversity for FECVs in harvests of purchased stumpage, and utilizing the services of qualified logging professionals, certified logging professionals, and resource professionals.
This Georgia-based assessment is intended as a resource for SFI certified organizations to address the SFI 2022 Fiber Sourcing Requirement 1.2.1 for Biodiversity in Fiber Sourcing, Promotion and Conservation of Forests with Exceptional Conservation Value:
Certified Organizations shall conduct an assessment, individually and/or through cooperative efforts involving SFI Implementation Committees, of Forests with Exceptional Conservation Value, defined as critically imperiled and imperiled species and ecological communities, within their wood and fiber supply area(s) and make the summary of the assessment available to wood producers.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  The SFI standards define Forests with Exceptional Conservation Value as forests with critically imperiled (G1) and imperiled (G2) species and ecological communities. A critically imperiled species is a plant or animal or community, often referred to as G1, that is globally extremely rare or, because of some factor(s), especially vulnerable to extinction. Typically, five or fewer occurrences or populations remain, or very few individuals (<1,000), acres (<2,000 acres or 809 hectares), or linear miles (<10 miles or 16 kilometers) exist (Further information can be found in Section 7 of the SFI 2022 Standards and Rules). An imperiled species is a plant or animal or community, often referred to as G2, that is globally rare or, because of some factor(s), is very vulnerable to extinction or elimination. Typically, six to 20 occurrences, or few remaining individuals (1,000 to 3,000), or acres (2,000 to 10,000 acres or 809 to 4,047 hectares), or linear miles (10 to 50 miles or 16 to 80.5 kilometers) exist.] 

Methods and Sources
We completed this assessment in partnership with the Georgia Department of Natural Resources (GA DNR). GA DNR provided all species and habitat data and conducted assessments of potential forestry impacts on the priority habitats. The Georgia SFI Implementation Committee provided input on proposed methodology and output formatting. The ecological source data is publicly available online from NatureServe Explorer. 
Our state approach is predicated on the Georgia State Wildlife Action Plan (SWAP). The Georgia SWAP includes statewide assessments of rare natural communities and habitats that support species of conservation concern and complete a statewide habitat mapping effort to inform future land conservation efforts.
Our assessment first identified the Georgia SWAP’s High Priority Habitats that are either forested or found within a forested system that is likely to be impacted by timber operations. We excluded SWAP High Priority Habitats likely to already be protected through Georgia Forestry BMP requirements, such as Stream Side Management Zone provisions, for example. We then sorted SWAP priority habitats into groups based on a combination of habitat similarities (e.g., visual cues) similar enough, in our professional estimation, to indicate to a layperson they may likely be working in a priority habitat. Concurrent to visual habitat indicators, our professional estimation also considered the respective management recommendations or actions that may benefit any habitats included within the groupings. We refer to these grouping, or organizational units, as an SFI-FECV group within our analysis.
This analysis identified 54 out of the 109 GA SWAP High Priority Habitats meeting our criteria. Those 54 habitats were assigned to one of 19 SFI-FECV groups. Our results are summarized in the following table.
	
	SFI-FECV Group
	SWAP Priority Habitat

	1
	Canebrakes
	Canebrakes

	3
	Flatwoods
	Calcareous Flatwoods (Hardwood Flats), Pine Flatwoods, Wet Oak Flats

	4
	Forested Floodplain
	Bottomland Hardwood Forests

	5
	Forested Wetland
	Forested Depressional Wetlands, Upland Depression Swamp, Sagponds

	6
	Grassland
	Acidic Meadows Over Sandstone or Shale, Black Belt Prairies, Calcareous Prairies (Coosa Valley Prairies)

	7
	High Elevation Shrub/Scrub
	High Elevation Forested Heath Thickets, High-Elevation Early Successional Habitats

	8
	High Elevation Hardwood Forests
	Northern Hardwood Forests, Boulderfield Forests

	9
	Mix Pine Oak Woodland
	Mixed Pine-Hardwood Forests, Montane Longleaf Pine-Hardwood Forest, Oak-Hickory-Pine Forest, Pine-Oak Woodlands and Forest, Xeric Pine Woodlands

	10
	Oak Woodlands
	Oak Forest and Woodlands, Oak Woodlands, Oak Woodlands and Savannas

	11
	Pine Savanna
	Longleaf Pine-Wiregrass Savannas

	12
	Pine Savanna with Wetland and Bogs
	Wet Pine Savannas, Herb and Shrub Bogs

	13
	Rock Outcrops
	Altamaha Grit Outcrops, Flint Kaolin Outcrops, Granite Outcrops, High Elevation Rocky Summits and Shrub Balds, Limestone Glades and Barrens (Cedar Glades), Sandstone Barrens and Outcrops, Serpentine Outcrops/Woodland/Savanna

	14
	Scrub and Sandhills
	Longleaf Pine-Scrub Oak Woodlands, Xeric Aeolian Dunes

	15
	Seepage Wetlands
	Hillside Seeps, Mountain Bogs and Wet Meadows, Low Elevation Seepy Thickets and Wet Woods

	16
	Shrub Wetland
	Bayheads and Titi Swamps

	17
	Slope and Mesic Forests
	Beech-Magnolia Slope Forests, Forested Limestone Slopes and Terraces, Hemlock-Hardwood-White Pine Forests, Limestone and Marl Outcrops; Calcareous Bluffs, Mesic Hardwood Forests, Steephead Ravines

	18
	Springs and Runs
	Springs and Spring Runs, Gravelly Seeps

	19
	Swamp/Marsh
	Atlantic Whitecedar Swamps, Clearwater Stream Swamps, Beaver Ponds, Freshwater Marsh, Brackish Marsh and Salt Marsh, Calcareous Swamps, Red Maple/Blackgum Swamps



Separately, we compiled a current list of G1, G2, and federally listed species to cross reference with the identified SFI-FECV groups. This portion of the analysis resulted in a list of 156 species corresponding to one or more SFI-FECV groups. 
Collective results of our analysis are included in the report supplement titled Georgia SFI-FECV Assessment Preliminary Report Supplement. The summary report and this information supplement can both be downloaded from to logger’s resources section of GAMTH.ORG [https://gamth.org/resources] in Microsoft Excel format. The supplement includes three tabs—the first tab, titled SFI-FECV groups, lists the SWAP priority habitat’ grouping, Georgia Ecoregion, and brief habitat description. The second tab, titled EcoRegions, includes the Georgia SWAP’s map of ecological regions of Georgia that can be used to identify the approximate location of SWAP High Priority Habitats referenced in the preceding tab. The third tab, titled SFI-FECV species, includes relevant species level data, rankings, and group associations. 
Additional Information
For the most up-to-date information, please consult the Georgia Department of Natural Resources biodiversity portal at https://georgiabiodiversity.org/portal, or visit NatureServe at https://www.natureserve.org/.
Georgia’s State Wildlife Action Plan provides a comprehensive reference to address those species that the state deemed as having the greatest conservation need. The plan is available on the Georgia Department of Natural Resources website at https://georgiawildlife.com/WildlifeActionPlan.

